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the world, and is much more likely to mislead the Prince
than to serve him, or do anything else that is consis-
tent or honourable.'1

'Park Street: February 26, 1789.

< I dined yesterday at Mr. Scott's, Wimpole Streets
with Monsieur de la Luzerne, the French Ambassador,
who is a sensible man, and they say a good sort of man,
but very unlike the fashionable sort of thing we have
generally had here. He was the French Ambassador
to the Congress of America, and it was thought, I be-
lieve, an impertinence to send him here afterwards.5

1 February 28,

* Warren told Lord Malmesbury yesterday that the
King is more rational and better in his understanding
now than he ever was before his illness. Yet I must
tell you what his situation was the day before yester-
day, when the Duke of York saw him for a considerable
time* The Duke delivered up to him the keys of his
drawers, etc., at Windsor, which the Prince of Wales
had very properly taken away on the King's removal to

1 After writing the last letter Sir Gilbert removed from a lodging
into his house in Park Street, in which he had fondly hoped to be
immediately joined by his family, but the sudden illness of his eldest
boy determined Lady Elliot not to risk a long journey at an inclement
season with a delicate child, and at the moment of setting forth she
abandoned her intention. The sacrifice was great to both husband and
wife, and his letters express his disappointment very feelingly. When
Lady Elliot's change of plans became known, Lady Palmerston declared
her belief that the whole family bad been dead for the two last years,
and that Sir Gilbert kept up the delusion of their existence for his